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TO THE 


Tus following is one of the moſt remarkable /pecial 
pleadings I have ever met with: and yet, I believe, it 
has never been taken notice of by any of our public 
reporters; not even by the all-reporting Woodlall. 


Who was the pleader, or where the Court of Uncom- 
mon Pleas is held, I am totally ignorant; but that is not 
to be wondered at: for I hardly know the places where 
any of our courts are held, ſave the Court of St. Fames's. 


— 80 incurious a mortal am I. 


Nor is the preciſe time of this trial to be eaſily 


aſcertained; as there is no date affixed to the ſcroll. 
T hat 


(10 | 
That it muſt, however, have, happened not many years 
ago, is clear from intrinſic evidence. It muſt have 
happened after the death of the late king of Pruſſia, 
and beſore the death of the emperor Joſeph 2A 


The MS. fell into my hands through a very ordinary 
medium: it was ſent from the paſtry-cook's, as a 
wrapper to half a pound of ham; which I generally eat 
for my breakfaſt, Now, as I never let one of theſe 
wrappers eſcape entirely unexamined, I was led to 
examine his one more minutely, both becauſe it was 
in manuſcript, and in verſe: for I am extremely fond 
of every ſpecies of poetry; the poetry of the WorLD 
not excepted, —But what was my ſurpriſe to find a 
whole pleading in poetry? 


Mr. Pope has, ſomewhere, told us, that it was eaſier 
for him to expreſs his ideas in ver/e than in proſe; 
even on ethical and metaphyſical ſubjects. I am apt to 


think, from this ſpecimen, that law matters are equally 


See ven 130. 


ſuſceptible 


1 


ſuſceptible of verſification, and that poetical pleadings 
might be gradually introduced, to the great improve- 
ment of the bar, and the no ſmall ſatisfaction of the 
judges and jury; who are obliged to hear a tedious 
proſator, through a ſpeech of hours, without his ſaying 
the one half of what is here condenſed into 170 
lines, 


In the firm hope, that theſe may be a precedent to 
our younger barriſters (the old ones are too wiſe or too 
obſtinate to learn), I have, by the advice of an eminent 
lawyer, ſent them to the preſs, without any comment 
or gloſſary, ſave a ſhort note at the bottom of the firſt 
page; and another ſtill ſhorter one at the bottom of 
p- 16. Adieu. 
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LAVO CAT DU DIABLE, &c. 


Mr Lords! when the triple- crown 'd pontiff of Rome 

Of a Sour, that's departed, determines the doom; 

And dubs Him or HER (through a pow'r that was lent 
To Perttx by CarisT) a beatified faint: 

The firſt thing he does, is ſeverely to ſcan 5 
The morals and faith of that Woman, or Man: 

For he-ſaints and ſhe-ſaints are equally ſifted, 

Before to a niche in the PanTaEoN they're lifted, 

And, if but one flaw can be found in their ſtory, 


They never can enter Maria-maggiore *. I 0 


St. Mary Mayor's, or the Pantheon at Rome ; which is now dedicated to 


the Virgin Mary and all the ſaints; as it was formerly to all the heathen gods 
and goddeſſes, 


B The 
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The better to ſearch for, and find ſuch a flaw, 


An order is giv n, to a limb of the law, 

To canvaſs minutely their lives, through each ſtage 

Of infancy, puberty, manhood, old-age : 

T' examine their parentage, birth, education, 15 
Their kindred, connections; their craft and profeſſion; 
What they ſaid, what theydid ; what they ate, whatthey drank :. 
Were they tall, were they ſhort; were they plumpiſh, or lank : 
How often they pray'd, and how often they faſted ; mg 
And if to their exit their piety laſted? 2 2 20 
So difficult is it—to ſteal into Bliſs FP] e490: 
A Weſtminſter ferutiny's nothing to this. 

Now, that limb of the law is miſeall'd by the rabble, 
By way of as pang avocat du Diable. 


I claim th' appellation in earneſt ; and here, 25 
As principal counſel for Satan, appear ;— 
For Sa rAx, who long, to the ſhame of our laws, 


Has greatly been injur'd, without any cauſe, 


L'AVO CAT DU DIABLE. . 
My lords! I am ready to ſwear on the Bible, | 

That my client's aſpers'd by-an infamous libel, 30 
A Poet and Painter, with horrid accord, 
Have trickſied Hi out in the form- of a Lox p! 
Ves, my lords, they have giv'n to my client the features 
And form of the meaneſt of two- legged creatures 
T*wixt whom and my client reſemblance no more 35 
Exiſts, than between a pucelle and a w——e-: 
As I now mean to ſhew, if your lordſhips will deign 
To hear me the caſe of my client explain. 


 Tmprimis—The face of the pifture is dun: 

But that of my client is bright as the ſun! 40 
This even his enemies cannot deny; 

For they know that he's Lucirzx call'd. in the ſky. 


Secundo— They ve giv'n him an air moſt vncivil: 
But who ſuch an air can aſcribe to the Dzvir ? 
! rol yam 0m, - ag 
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My lords! can ye any thing gentler conceive, 45 
Than the manner in which he accoſted old Eve 

And which of Eve's daughters, who is. not a prude, 

Will dare to maintain, that he ever was rude? 


Then, Tertio—My lords! they have giv'n him a nose, 
That betokens a miſer ; which, ev'ry ene knows, 50 
My client is not.— Has he ever, for gold, 

His boroughs in Hell to a miniſter ſold ? 

The bill of a taylor has ever he clipt ? 

Or a neighbour, by /aw, of his property ſtript ? 

Has he ever the mines of his ſulphur or coals 55 
Shut up from the reach of the pooreſt of ſouls ? 

While the rich and the great ones, —deny it who dare! — 
Have ne'er been refus'd their proportionate ſhare. 

Has he ever—But why need I further proceed 

To trouble the court on a point—that's agreed. 


So, guarto, my lords! Litigation, I vow, 


Of this frightful portraiture ſtares in the brow. 60 
O calumny 
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O calumny clear! defamation prodigious! 

J defy them to prove, that my client's litigious. 

If he were, I'm convinc'd, that he, ev'ry court · day, 

A myriad of lawyers muſt keep in his pay. 

But he, with a wonderful patience, endures 65 
To ſee himſelf daub'd in curſt caricatures. 

With wonderful patience, his Sur-name he hears 

Abus'd by our black-guards! blaſphem'd by our peers! 
Nay Pzixces themſelves, who are ſaid to be civil 

To ev'ry one elſe—miſbehave to the DE vi. ! 70 
I'm ſorry to add, that the clergy and we, 

Who live by his bounty (as all men agree), 

In the common abuſe moſt ungratefully join, 

And treat our great FIE N Das the Jews treat their ſwine / 


But /imners, bove all the calumnious race, 75 
Are ever diſtorting his figure and face. 
With ev'ry thing ugly his likeneſs they load 3 
He's ſometimes a cormorant, ſometimes a road. 


Here, 
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Sees, a fire-ſpouting dragon, he rides on the air | 

A forky-tongu'd ſnale, on the ground, he crawls, there! 80 
Ev'n then when, to anſwer ſome fanciful plan, 

They let him appear in the form of a man; 

So droll, or ſo dreadful a figure they make him, 

That none of his friends for the Dxvil can take him. 

He's now a Mulatto, in colour and ſhape; _ - 
And now has the, lait. and the ſnout of an ae. 

This day, he appears with the Deen! of an ox; 

The next, with the tail of a money or fox: 

His limbs are miſhapen; his feet are but paws; 

And his hands, ſtead of fingers, are furniſh'd with dam 90 


Yet all this, I ſay, he has patiently. borne, 
And treated his ſland'rers with infinite ſcorn: 
Till now, that a varlet has plac'd on bis ſhoulders 
The head of a Lorp,—to the ſcorn of beholders! 
Nay, ſtill he would wink at the horrid tranſgreſſion 9 
Of the rules of coſtume, in the painting · profeſſion, | 
If 
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If he were not afraid, leſt ſome inſolent noddy 

Should—to a Lokp's head, add the reft of the body, 

He, therefore, has begg'd, I would take up his cauſe ; 
And claim the protection of Juſtice and laws: 100 
For he ſwears, that he'd rather be painted a hog, 

A crocodile, ſnake, falamander, or frog; 

Or any thing elſe, how much ever abhor'd ; 


Than appear in the form of a pitiful Loxp. 


His juſt ſupplication I could not refuſe ; r05 
So here am J come, with my BRTET— and my Muss : 
And I truſt, I have ſhew'n, that my client has been 


Abus'd in a manner, before this, unſeen. 


And now for the penalty. That muſt depend 

On the eminent rank of my much-injur'd friend. 110 
For who will affirm, that the fame of a Peer 

And the fame of a peaſant are equally dear? 

Ought a libel on Withers, or Walter, or Tooke, 


To be puniſh'd like that on an EARL, or a Dox ? 
Would 
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Would fve years in jail have a penalty been WOT © { 
For any thing leſs, than—defaming a Quzzx? 


Now, my lords! 1 maintain, that no peer in the realm, 
Nor ev'n the great MoxTar * who fits at the helm 
Of the veſſel of ſtate—has a bit better claim 
Than HE, for high damages, due to /eze-fame. 120 
For, on what ſhould their plea be ſupported, I pray? 
On antiquity, birth, wiſdom, valour, or ſway ? 
I'Il venture to ſay (whatſoe'er me befall) 
That, in all theſe reſpects, Hs ſurpaſſes them all. 


To eftabliſh the firſt, let it only be ſaid, 125 
That the Dzvir was a PEER, before Adam was made: 
Nay, the premier-peer of th' angelical hoſt! 

Can Norfolk himſelf ſuch a privilege boaſt ? 
And had he not dallied with fair Lady Sin, 
He ſtill had remain'd the firſt peer of his kin. 130 


I am in a doubt, whether, by this, is meant his M=—y, or Mr. Pitt. 
Ev'n 
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Ev'n then, when MichAEL had gotten his place, 
He bore his attainder with wonderful grace: 

And a PalNcx, tho' a fugitive, ſtill is a Paix c 
At Bruſſels, Vienna, Worms, Coblentz, or Lintz, 


That, by Sirtb, he's more noble, than any one here, 135 
From Scr1PTURE, the ſureſt of vouchers, is clear: 
For what is poor Man, a terreſtrial clod, 
Compar'd with a SERAarn, reſembling a Gop ? 


His wi/dom muſt, alſo, be deem'd more than common: 
He cozen'd the wilieſt of creatures, —a woman; 140 


The firft of her ſex and he daily beguiles 


Her wilieſt daughters—in ſpite of their wiles ! 


His courage has never been queſtion'd—He dar'd 
To fight with the GREAT ONE] and fought very hard. 
"Tis true he was vanquiſhed, as well might be thought: 145 
Yet, till it is true, that he valiantly fought: 
C And 
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And when, worſted in battle, from heaven he fell, 

He bravely erected an empire in hell! 

An empire more pow'rful than all the joint ſtates 

Of our Georges, and Fo/ephs, and Williams, and Kates, 150 


The libel, my lords! ye, by this time, muſt ſee 
To be ſcandal. magnat. in the higheſt degree: 
Yet, ſuch is my client's good heart, he declines 
Joo inſiſt upon pillory, priſon, or fines: 
And all that he aſks is, that never again 155 
A dealer in paint may his character ſtain: 
That never again, or on canvaſs or board 


His head be depictur'd, like that of a Loxp. 
This, my lords! he expects from the laws of the land: 


The court can't refuſe him ſo juſt a demand. 160 


I know, it has been by a barrifer ſaid, 
That my client dare hardly call /aw to his aid. 
Why, forſooth? - For this reaſon . His hands are not clean.“ 


Has ever the petulant barriſter ſeen 


The 
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The hands of my client? I'll wager a crown, 165 
That bis hands are as clean as the barriſter's own. 

« His hands are not clean!” Ah! Tom! Thomas! beware 
How you riſk an aſſertion like this. I declare, 

That if ever ſuch calumny drop from your tongue, 


I'll have you impeached /—perhaps, have you bung. 170 


My lords! I have finiſh'd. This court, ſo compliant, 
Muſt grant me a RuLE in behalf of my client : 
And I doubt not, my lords, that, from what I have ſaid, 


You will order the RuLEt to be ABso0LUTE made. 


THE END. 
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